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Costco Groundbreaking Celebrated 
January 8 at Plaza Pacoima 

Work Begins on the Valley’s New, “Green” Shopping Center  
 
Los Angeles — City officials, 
representatives from the 
Community Redevelopment 
Agency of the City of Los 
Angeles (CRA/LA) and real 
estate developer, Primestor 
Development Inc.,  as well as 
community members, 
gathered Thursday, January 8, 
at the official groundbreaking 
of a new Costco store in the 
San Fernando Valley.  
 
The 160,000-square-foot store 

and an accompanying Costco gasoline station are part of Plaza Pacoima, a new “green” shopping 
center to be built on the former Price Pfister, plumbing fixtures manufacturing site in Pacoima. 
When completed, the $78-million, 209,000-square-foot Plaza Pacoima will include a Costco,  
Best Buy and 4,000 square feet of retail, restaurant and office space. A separate 140,000-square-
foot Lowe’s Home Improvement Warehouse is currently being constructed adjacent to Plaza 
Pacoima. 
 
“We are breaking ground on more than just a new Costco. We are bringing new jobs, economic 
investment, and green development to the heart of the San Fernando Valley,” said Los Angeles 
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa. “This project is a sign of the resilience of our local economy despite 
a steady drumbeat of bad news across the country, and it will serve as a cornerstone for success 
long into the future.” 
 
The 17.5-acre site, bounded by Paxton and Louvre streets, Bradley Avenue and the railroad right 
of way along San Fernando Road, was targeted in 2002 for pollutant clean up and redevelopment 
by the CRA/LA. The project will create 438 construction and 354 permanent living-wage jobs in 
compliance with the CRA/LA’s first source and local hire programs, as well as provide $300,000 
to the Pacoima Cultural Facility Arts Trust Fund.  
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“Primestor is proud of this development that involved the active participation of the community 
through the negotiation of the Community Benefits Agreement,” said Arturo Sneider, a partner 
with Primestor. “Local involvement is critical to the development of all Primestor projects and we 
look forward to continuing a partnership with the Pacoima community.” 
 
“During these tough economic times, the Plaza Pacoima Project epitomizes the type of 
development project that we need in our community, taking underutilized, contaminated parcel of 
land and turning it into a site that will provide over 700 jobs to our local community members, a 
cleaner environment and sorely needed retail stores,” said 
Councilmember Richard Alarcón. 
 
“Today’s groundbreaking is a bright start to 2009, a celebration of new jobs and increased 
community pride,” he added.     
 
Pacoima was a 1950s bedroom community for fast-growing manufacturers in Los Angeles, 
Burbank and Glendale , but when those industries shut down, the area declined.  
The Plaza Pacoima project energized the community, establishing an advisory coalition of more 
than 24 organizations that represents the diverse needs of Pacoima. 
 
“For the CRA/LA, Costco and Plaza Pacoima represent what our mission and daily work is all 
about: transforming a polluted eyesore into a much-needed retail center that will meet the 
shopping needs of residents, conform to sustainable building standards, add trees to the 
environment and create new jobs,” said Bruce Ackerman, a CRA/LA Board of Commissioners 
member who is also President and CEO of the Economic Alliance of the San Fernando Valley.  
 
Plaza Pacoima will be designed in a contemporary architectural style and seek a Silver LEED 
(Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) rating. The 898-space parking lot will be 
landscaped as a grove with more than 500 trees and shaded pedestrian routes. Other sustainable  
features include on-site storm water detention and lush perimeter landscaping. 
 
About the Earthquake Disaster Assistance Area for Portions of Council District 7 
The Earthquake Disaster Assistance Project for portions of Council District 7 was adopted in 
1994 to repair, restore, demolish or replace buildings and facilities damaged in the Northridge 
Earthquake, plus create affordable housing and revitalize commercial districts. It includes 
portions of the communities of Arleta, Lakeview Terrace, Mission Hills, North Hills, North 
Hollywood, Pacoima, Panorama City, Sun Valley, Sylmar and Van Nuys, all within the 
CRA/LA’s East Valley Region.  
 
About CRA/LA 
CRA/LA (www.crala.org) is a public agency regulated by the State of California and operating 
within the City of Los Angeles. It attracts private investment into economically depressed 
communities to eliminate blight, revitalize older neighborhoods, build housing for all income 
levels and create and retain employment opportunities. CRA/LA manages 32 redevelopment 
projects areas and three revitalization areas in seven regions: East Valley, West Valley, 
Hollywood & Central, Downtown, Eastside, South Los Angeles, and the Harbor. 
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