
Community Redevelopment Agency 
of the City of Los AngeLes

Public Information T 213 977 1951 / F 213 977 1666
www.crala.org

N
ew

s R
el

ea
se

: 354 South Spring Street / Suite 800
Los Angeles / California 90013-1258

For immediate release:             Contact:  Public Information Office 
May 19, 2010                      CRA/LA 213-977-1951  

 

Work Begins on Family, Affordable Housing on 
Three Boyle Heights Sites 

CRA/LA-Funded Las Margaritas Project Breaks Ground  
 

Los Angeles — Groundbreaking ceremonies May 13 for the affordable housing project, 
Las Margaritas, signaled the start of a mixed, construction and rehabilitation project that 
will create 42 units of badly needed, rental housing for families in Boyle Heights, thanks 
to oversight and $2-million in funding provided by the Community Redevelopment 
Agency of the City of Los Angeles (CRA/LA).   
 
“Three years ago, CRA/LA staff asked for proposals to create family housing in East 
Los Angeles,” said interim CRA/LA CEO Calvin E. Hollis. “The East LA Community 
Corporation (ELACC) proposed a creative solution that will take advantage of existing 
structures to upgrade and refurbish them and  build additional new housing on available 
vacant land.” 
 
Speakers at the May 13 groundbreaking included CRA/LA Board of Commissioners 
member Alejandro Ortiz; City Council member Jose Huizar; ELACC president Maria 
Cabildo; Jeff Shaffer, VP of Enterprise Community Investment, the project investor; and 
Marlene Garza, Assistant General Manager of the Los Angeles Housing Department.  
 
Las Margaritas consists of three separate locations. At 137 N. Soto Street, 20 new units 
are being built and there will be extensive rehabilitation of 16 units at 115 N. Soto Street 
and 6 units at 319 N Cummings Street. The project will cost $14.8 million to produce 11 
studios, 10 one-bedroom, 7 two-bedroom and 13 three-bedroom units, plus a 
manager’s apartment. It is located near CRA/LA’s Adelante Eastside Redevelopment 
Project.  
 
All rental units will be affordable to low-income renters, averaging $310 monthly for a 
studio to $932 for a three-bedroom apartment. The units are within walking distance of a 
Metro Gold Line stop.  
 
ELACC, the nonprofit developer, began in 1996 to work on community development in 
East Los Angeles by developing affordable housing and providing social services. It has 
completed 12 housing developments with 360 units of rental and home ownership 
opportunities for families in East Los Angeles and adjacent areas. It is currently working 
with CRA/LA on development of Cuatro Vientos, a $10.9 million project in El Sereno 
supported by $1.55 million in CRA/LA funding that will create 24 units of affordable 
family housing at 5331 E. Huntington North Drive.  

 
--MORE-- 
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About the Adelante Eastside Redevelopment Project 
This 2,200-acre project is the first redevelopment project in the City’s East Los Angeles 
Community. It contains industrial and commercial land in Boyle Heights and El Sereno. 
The principal thrust of the project is preservation of industrial and commercial uses 
within the community to promote a stable industrial base and provide local jobs, as well 
as enhance existing shopping areas. 
 
About Community Redevelopment Agency of the City of Los Angeles 
CRA/LA (www.crala.org) is a public agency regulated by the State of California and 
operating within the City of Los Angeles. CRA/LA makes strategic investments to create 
economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for the people who live and work in 
our neighborhoods. CRA/LA manages 32 redevelopment projects areas and three 
revitalization areas in seven regions: East Valley, West Valley, Hollywood & Central, 
Downtown, Eastside, South Los Angeles, and the Harbor. 
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